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TITLE 46b FAMILY LAW 

CHAPTER 815j*  DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE, LEGAL SEPARATION AND ANNULMENT 

PART I  GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Sec. 46b-40. (Formerly Sec. 46-32).  Grounds for dissolution of marriage; legal 
separation; annulment.  

(a) A marriage is dissolved only by (1) the death of one of the parties or (2) a decree of annulment 
or dissolution of the marriage by a court of competent jurisdiction. 

(b) An annulment shall be granted if the marriage is void or voidable under the laws of this state or 
of the state in which the marriage was performed. 

(c) A decree of dissolution of a marriage or a decree of legal separation shall be granted upon a 
finding that one of the following causes has occurred: (1) The marriage has broken down 
irretrievably; (2) the parties have lived apart by reason of incompatibility for a continuous period of 
at least the eighteen months immediately prior to the service of the complaint and that there is no 
reasonable prospect that they will be reconciled; (3) adultery; (4) fraudulent contract; (5) wilful 
desertion for one year with total neglect of duty; (6) seven years' absence, during all of which 
period the absent party has not been heard from; (7) habitual intemperance; (8) intolerable 
cruelty; (9) sentence to imprisonment for life or the commission of any infamous crime involving a 
violation of conjugal duty and punishable by imprisonment for a period in excess of one year; (10) 
legal confinement in a hospital or hospitals or other similar institution or institutions, because of 
mental illness, for at least an accumulated period totaling five years within the period of six years 
next preceding the date of the complaint. 

(d) In an action for dissolution of a marriage or a legal separation on the ground of habitual 
intemperance, it shall be sufficient if the cause of action is proved to have existed until the time of 
the separation of the parties. 

(e) In an action for dissolution of a marriage or a legal separation on the ground of wilful desertion 
for one year, with total neglect of duty, the furnishing of financial support shall not disprove total 
neglect of duty, in the absence of other evidence. 

(f) For purposes of this section, "adultery" means voluntary sexual intercourse between a married 
person and a person other than such person's spouse. 

Sec. 46b-41. (Formerly Sec. 46-36a).  Complaint includes cross-complaints or cross 
actions.  

Whenever the word "complaint" is used in this chapter or section 46b- 1 or 51-348a, it shall include 
cross-complaints or cross actions where appropriate. 

Sec. 46b-42. (Formerly Sec. 46-33).  Jurisdiction.  

The Superior Court shall have exclusive jurisdiction of all complaints seeking a decree of 
annulment, dissolution of a marriage or legal separation. 

Sec. 46b-43.  (Formerly Sec. 46-34).  Capacity of minor to prosecute or defend.  



Any married minor may, in his own name, prosecute or defend to final judgment an action for 
annulment or dissolution of a marriage or for legal separation and may participate in all judicial 
proceedings with respect thereto. 

Sec. 46b-44. (Formerly Sec. 46-35).  Residency requirement.  

(a) A complaint for dissolution of a marriage or for legal separation may be filed at any time after 
either party has established residence in this state. 

(b) Temporary relief pursuant to the complaint may be granted in accordance with sections 46b-56 
and 46b-83 at any time after either party has established residence in this state. 

(c) A decree dissolving a marriage or granting a legal separation may be entered if: (1) One of the 
parties to the marriage has been a resident of this state for at least the twelve months next 
preceding the date of the filing of the complaint or next preceding the date of the decree; or (2) 
one of the parties was domiciled in this state at the time of the marriage and returned to this state 
with the intention of permanently remaining before the filing of the complaint; or (3) the cause for 
the dissolution of the marriage arose after either party moved into this state. 

(d) For the purposes of this section, any person who has served or is serving with the armed 
forces, as defined by section 27-103, or the merchant marine, and who was a resident of this state 
at the time of his or her entry shall be deemed to have continuously resided in this state during the 
time he or she has served or is serving with the armed forces or merchant marine. 

Sec. 46b-45. (Formerly Sec. 46-36).  Service and filing of complaint.  

(a) A proceeding for annulment, dissolution of marriage or legal separation shall be commenced by 
the service and filing of a complaint as in all other civil actions in the Superior Court for the judicial 
district in which one of the parties resides. The complaint may also be made by the Attorney 
General in a proceeding for annulment of a void marriage. The complaint shall be served on the 
other party. 

(b) If any party is an inmate of a mental institution in this state, a copy of the complaint shall be 
served on the Commissioner of Administrative Services personally or by registered or certified mail. 
If any party is confined in an institution in any other state, a copy shall be so served on the 
superintendent of the institution in which the party is confined. 

Sec. 46b-45a.  Allegation of pregnancy in pleadings.  

Disagreement as to paternity. Hearing. (a) If, during the pendency of a dissolution or annulment of 
marriage, the wife is pregnant, she may so allege in the pleadings. The parties may in their 
pleadings allege and answer that the child born of the pregnancy will or will not be issue of the 
marriage. 

(b) If the parties to a dissolution or annulment of marriage disagree as to whether or not the 
husband is the father of the child born of the pregnancy, the court shall hold a hearing within a 
reasonable period after the birth of the child to determine paternity. 

Sec. 46b-46. (Formerly Sec. 46-39).  Notice to nonresident party.  

Jurisdiction over nonresident for alimony and support. (a) On a complaint for dissolution, 
annulment, legal separation or custody, if the defendant resides out of or is absent from the state 
or the whereabouts of the defendant is unknown to the plaintiff, any judge or clerk of the Supreme 
Court or of the Superior Court may make such order of notice as he deems reasonable. After notice 
has been given and proved to the court, the court may hear the complaint if it finds that the 
defendant has actually received notice that the complaint is pending. If it does not appear that the 



defendant has had such notice, the court may hear the case, or, if it sees cause, order such further 
notice to be given as it deems reasonable and continue the complaint until the order is complied 
with. Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect the jurisdictional requirements of chapter 
815o in a complaint for custody. 

(b) The court may exercise personal jurisdiction over the nonresident party as to all matters 
concerning temporary or permanent alimony or support of children, only if: (1) The nonresident 
party has received actual notice under subsection (a) of this section; and (2) the party requesting 
alimony meets the residency requirement of section 46b-44. 

Sec. 46b-47. (Formerly Sec. 46-40).  Complaint for dissolution of marriage on ground of 
confinement for mental illness; procedure.  

(a) A copy of the writ and complaint in an action or cross action for dissolution of marriage or legal 
separation on the ground of confinement for mental illness shall be served on the adverse party, on 
the conservator, if any, and on the Commissioner of Administrative Services at Hartford. Service on 
the conservator, if resident outside the state, and on the commissioner, may be made by 
registered or certified mail. If the adverse party is confined in any other state, a copy shall be 
served on the superintendent of the institution in which the adverse party is confined. 

(b) If the conservator does not appear in court, or if the adverse party has no conservator, the 
court shall appoint a guardian ad litem for the adverse party. 

(c) On motion of either party, the court shall appoint two or more psychiatrists who are diplomates 
of the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology and who are not on the staff of any state 
hospital for mental illness, who shall investigate the mental status of such person. Within a 
reasonable time thereafter, the psychiatrists shall report to the court the facts found by them 
together with their opinion as to the probability of further indefinite prolonged hospitalization for 
the mental illness. The testimony of no psychiatrists other than those appointed by the court shall 
be received upon the trial of such action. 

(d) The fees and expenses of the psychiatrists and of the guardian ad litem shall be fixed by the 
court and shall be paid by the plaintiff. 

Sec. 46b-48. (Formerly Sec. 46-37).  Dissolution of marriage or annulment upon 
conviction of crime against chastity; procedure.  

When any married person has been convicted in any court of an offense against chastity which 
would be ground for dissolution or annulment of the marriage, any person aggrieved may petition 
the Superior Court within four months of the conviction, and upon notice to the person convicted, 
the court may grant a dissolution or annulment of the marriage or such other relief as the court 
determines. No provision of this section shall be construed to affect the right of any aggrieved 
person to apply to the civil side of the court for similar relief. 

Sec. 46b-49. (Formerly Sec. 46-45).  Private hearing.  

When it considers it necessary in the interests of justice and the persons involved, the court shall, 
upon the motion of either party or of counsel for any minor children, direct the hearing of any 
matter under this chapter and sections 17b-743, 17b-744, 45a-257, 46b-1, 46b-6, 47-14g, 51- 
348a and 52-362 to be private. The court may exclude all persons except the officers of the court, 
a court reporter, the parties, their witnesses and their counsel. 

Sec. 46b-50. (Formerly Sec. 46-46).  Number of witnesses in uncontested action.  

In any action under this chapter, where the complaint for dissolution of marriage or separation is 
uncontested, the judge in his sole discretion shall decide the number of witnesses required, if any, 



in addition to the plaintiff or defendant on a cross complaint, except as provided in subsection (a) 
of section 46b-51. 

Sec. 46b-51. (Formerly Sec. 46-48).  Stipulation of parties and finding of irretrievable 
breakdown.  

(a) In any action for dissolution of marriage or legal separation the court shall make a finding that 
a marriage breakdown has occurred where (1) the parties, and not their attorneys, execute a 
written stipulation that their marriage has broken down irretrievably, or (2) both parties are 
physically present in court and stipulate that their marriage has broken down irretrievably and 
have submitted an agreement concerning the custody, care, education, visitation, maintenance or 
support of their children, if any, and concerning alimony and the disposition of property. The 
testimony of either party in support of that conclusion shall be sufficient. 

(b) In any case in which the court finds, after hearing, that a cause enumerated in subsection (c) 
of section 46b-40 exists, the court shall enter a decree dissolving the marriage or granting a legal 
separation. In entering the decree, the court may either set forth the cause of action on which the 
decree is based or dissolve the marriage or grant a legal separation on the basis of irretrievable 
breakdown. In no case shall the decree granted be in favor of either party. 

Sec. 46b-52.  Recrimination and condonation abolished.  

The defenses of recrimination and condonation to any action for dissolution of marriage or legal 
separation are abolished. 

Sec. 46b-53. (Formerly Sec. 46-41).  Conciliation procedures; privileged communications.  

(a) On or after the return day of a complaint seeking the dissolution of a marriage or a legal 
separation and prior to the expiration of the ninety-day period specified in section 46b-67 either 
spouse or the counsel for any minor children of the marriage may submit a request for conciliation 
to the clerk of the court. The clerk shall forthwith enter an order that the parties meet with a 
conciliator mutually acceptable to them or, if the parties cannot agree as to a conciliator, with a 
conciliator named by the court. The conciliator shall, in any case, be a clergyman, a physician, a 
domestic relations officer or a person experienced in marriage counseling. 

(b) Within such ninety-day period or within thirty days of the request, whichever is later, there 
shall be two mandatory consultations with the conciliator by each party to explore the possibility of 
reconciliation or of resolving the emotional problems which might lead to continuing conflicts 
following the dissolution of the marriage. Failure of the plaintiff or defendant to attend these 
consultations except for good cause shall preclude further action on the complaint until the 
expiration of six months from the date of the return day; provided the court may order the 
termination of such stay, upon the motion of either party and for good cause shown. Further 
consultations may be held with the consent of both parties. 

(c) All communications during these consultations shall be absolutely privileged, except that the 
conciliator shall report to the court whether or not the parties attended the consultations. 

(d) The reasonable fees of the conciliator shall be paid by one or both of the parties as the court 
directs. No fee shall be charged by a domestic relations officer for such services. If the parties are 
unable to pay the fees which may be charged by the conciliator, only a domestic relations officer 
may be named as the conciliator. 

Sec. 46b-53a.  Mediation program for persons filing for dissolution of marriage. 
Privileged communications.  



(a) A program of mediation services for persons filing for dissolution of marriage may be 
established in such judicial districts of the Superior Court as the Chief Court Administrator may 
designate. Mediation services shall address property, financial, child custody and visitation issues. 

(b) All oral or written communications made by either party to the mediator or made between the 
parties in the presence of the mediator, while participating in the mediation program conducted 
pursuant to subsection (a) of this section, are privileged and inadmissible as evidence in any court 
proceedings unless the parties otherwise agree. 

Sec. 46b-54. (Formerly Sec. 46-43).  Counsel for minor children. Duties.  

(a) The court may appoint counsel for any minor child or children of either or both parties at any 
time after the return day of a complaint under section 46b-45, if the court deems it to be in the 
best interests of the child or children. The court may appoint counsel on its own motion, or at the 
request of either of the parties or of the legal guardian of any child or at the request of any child 
who is of sufficient age and capable of making an intelligent request. 

(b) Counsel for the child or children may also be appointed on the motion of the court or on the 
request of any person enumerated in subsection (a) of this section in any case before the court 
when the court finds that the custody, care, education, visitation or support of a minor child is in 
actual controversy, provided the court may make any order regarding a matter in controversy prior 
to the appointment of counsel where it finds immediate action necessary in the best interests of 
any child. 

(c) Counsel for the child or children shall be heard on all matters pertaining to the interests of any 
child, including the custody, care, support, education and visitation of the child, so long as the 
court deems such representation to be in the best interests of the child. 

Sec. 46b-55. (Formerly Sec. 46-63).  Attorney General as party. Paternity establishment.  

(a) The Attorney General shall be and remain a party to any action for dissolution of marriage, 
legal separation or annulment, and to any proceedings after judgment in such action, if any party 
to the action, or any child of any party, is receiving or has received aid or care from the state. The 
Attorney General may also be a party to such action for the purpose of establishing, enforcing or 
modifying an order for support or alimony if any party to the action is receiving support 
enforcement services pursuant to Title IV-D of the Social Security Act. 

(b) If any child born during a marriage, which is terminated by a divorce decree or decree of 
dissolution of marriage, is found not to be issue of such marriage, the child or his representative 
may bring an action in the Superior Court to establish the paternity of the child within one year 
after the date of the judgment of divorce or decree of dissolution of the marriage of his natural 
mother, notwithstanding the provisions of section 46b-160. 

Sec. 46b-56. (Formerly Sec. 46-42).  Superior Court orders re custody, care and therapy 
of minor children in actions for dissolution of marriage, legal separation and annulment.  

Access to records of minor children by noncustodial parent. Parenting education program. (a) In 
any controversy before the Superior Court as to the custody or care of minor children, and at any 
time after the return day of any complaint under section 46b-45, the court may at any time make 
or modify any proper order regarding the education and support of the children and of care, 
custody and visitation if it has jurisdiction under the provisions of chapter 815o. Subject to the 
provisions of section 46b-56a, the court may assign the custody of any child to the parents jointly, 
to either parent or to a third party, according to its best judgment upon the facts of the case and 
subject to such conditions and limitations as it deems equitable. The court may also make any 
order granting the right of visitation of any child to a third party, including but not limited to, 
grandparents. 



(b) In making or modifying any order with respect to custody or visitation, the court shall (1) be 
guided by the best interests of the child, giving consideration to the wishes of the child if the child 
is of sufficient age and capable of forming an intelligent preference, provided in making the initial 
order the court may take into consideration the causes for dissolution of the marriage or legal 
separation if such causes are relevant in a determination of the best interests of the child, and (2) 
consider whether the party satisfactorily completed participation in a parenting education program 
established pursuant to section 46b-69b. 

(c) In determining whether a child is in need of support and, if in need, the respective abilities of 
the parents to provide support, the court shall take into consideration all the factors enumerated in 
section 46b-84. 

(d) When the court is not sitting, any judge of the court may make any order in the cause which 
the court might make under subsection (a) of this section, including orders of injunction, prior to 
any action in the cause by the court. 

(e) A parent not granted custody of a minor child shall not be denied the right of access to the 
academic, medical, hospital or other health records of such minor child unless otherwise ordered by 
the court for good cause shown. 

(f) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (b) of this section, when a motion for modification 
of custody or visitation is pending before the court or has been decided by the court and the 
investigation ordered by the court pursuant to section 46b-6 recommends psychiatric or 
psychological therapy for a child, and such therapy would, in the court's opinion, be in the best 
interests of the child and aid the child's response to a modification, the court may order such 
therapy and reserve judgment on the motion for modification. 

Sec. 46b-56a.  Joint custody. Definition. Presumption. Conciliation.  

(a) For the purposes of this section, "joint custody" means an order awarding legal custody of the 
minor child to both parents, providing for joint decision-making by the parents and providing that 
physical custody shall be shared by the parents in such a way as to assure the child of continuing 
contact with both parents. The court may award joint legal custody without awarding joint physical 
custody where the parents have agreed to merely joint legal custody. 

(b) There shall be a presumption, affecting the burden of proof, that joint custody is in the best 
interests of a minor child where the parents have agreed to an award of joint custody or so agree 
in open court at a hearing for the purpose of determining the custody of the minor child or children 
of the marriage. If the court declines to enter an order awarding joint custody pursuant to this 
subsection, the court shall state in its decision the reasons for denial of an award of joint custody. 

(c) If only one parent seeks an order of joint custody upon a motion duly made, the court may 
order both parties to submit to conciliation at their own expense with the costs of such conciliation 
to be borne by the parties as the court directs according to each party's ability to pay. 

Sec. 46b-56b.  Presumption re best interest of child to be in custody of parent.  

In any dispute as to the custody of a minor child involving a parent and a nonparent, there shall be 
a presumption that it is in the best interest of the child to be in the custody of the parent, which 
presumption may be rebutted by showing that it would be detrimental to the child to permit the 
parent to have custody. 

Sec. 46b-57. (Formerly Sec. 46-47).  Third party intervention re custody of minor 
children. Preference of child.  

In any controversy before the Superior Court as to the custody of minor children, and on any 
complaint under this chapter or section 46b- 1 or 51-348a, if there is any minor child of either or 



both parties, the court if it has jurisdiction under the provisions of chapter 815o, may allow any 
interested third party or parties to intervene upon motion. The court may award full or partial 
custody, care, education and visitation rights of such child to any such third party upon such 
conditions and limitations as it deems equitable. Before allowing any intervention, the court may 
appoint counsel for the child or children pursuant to the provisions of section 46b-54. In making 
any order under this section the court shall be guided by the best interests of the child, giving 
consideration to the wishes of the child if he is of sufficient age and capable of forming an 
intelligent preference. 

Sec. 46b-58. (Formerly Sec. 46-58).  Custody, maintenance and education of adopted 
children.  

The authority of the Superior Court to make and enforce orders and decrees as to the custody, 
maintenance and education of minor children in any controversy before the court between husband 
and wife brought under the provisions of this chapter is extended to children adopted by both 
parties and to any natural child of one of the parties who has been adopted by the other. 

Sec. 46b-59.  Court may grant right of visitation to any person.  

The Superior Court may grant the right of visitation with respect to any minor child or children to 
any person, upon an application of such person. Such order shall be according to the court's best 
judgment upon the facts of the case and subject to such conditions and limitations as it deems 
equitable, provided the grant of such visitation rights shall not be contingent upon any order of 
financial support by the court. In making, modifying or terminating such an order, the court shall 
be guided by the best interest of the child, giving consideration to the wishes of such child if he is 
of sufficient age and capable of forming an intelligent opinion. Visitation rights granted in 
accordance with this section shall not be deemed to have created parental rights in the person or 
persons to whom such visitation rights are granted. The grant of such visitation rights shall not 
prevent any court of competent jurisdiction from thereafter acting upon the custody of such child, 
the parental rights with respect to such child or the adoption of such child and any such court may 
include in its decree an order terminating such visitation rights. 

Sec. 46b-59a.  Mediation of disputes re enforcement of visitation rights.  

The Office of the Chief Court Administrator may establish programs of mediation for the timely 
resolution of disputes involving the enforcement of visitation rights. 

Sec. 46b-59b.  Court may not grant visitation to parent convicted of murdering other 
parent. Exception.  

Notwithstanding any provisions of this chapter, no court shall make an order granting the right of 
visitation to a parent who has been convicted of murder under section 53a-54a, 53a-54b, 53a-54c 
or 53a-54d, or in any other jurisdiction, of any crime the essential elements of which are 
substantially the same as any of such crimes, of the other parent of the child who is the subject of 
the visitation order, unless such child is of sufficient age to signify his wishes and he assents to 
such order. Until any such visitation order is granted, no person shall visit, with the child present, 
such parent who has been convicted of murder without the consent of the child's guardian or legal 
custodian. 

Sec. 46b-60. (Formerly Sec. 46-55).  Orders re children and alimony in annulment cases. 

In connection with any petition for annulment under this chapter, the Superior Court may make 
such order regarding any child of the marriage and concerning alimony as it might make in an 
action for dissolution of marriage. The issue of any void or voidable marriage shall be deemed 
legitimate. Any child born before, on or after October 1, 1976, whose birth occurred prior to the 
marriage of his parents shall be deemed a child of the marriage. 



Sec. 46b-61. (Formerly Sec. 46-62).  Orders re children where parents live separately.  

Commencement of proceedings. In all cases in which the parents of a minor child live separately, 
the superior court for the judicial district where the parties or one of them resides may, on the 
application of either party and after notice given to the other, make any order as to the custody, 
care, education, visitation and support of any minor child of the parties, subject to the provisions of 
sections 46b-54, 46b-56, 46b-57 and 46b- 66. Proceedings to obtain such orders shall be 
commenced by service of an application, a summons and an order to show cause. 

Sec. 46b-62. (Formerly Sec. 46-59).  Orders for payment of attorney's fees in certain 
actions.  

In any proceeding seeking relief under the provisions of this chapter and sections 17b-743, 17b-
744, 45a-257, 46b-1, 46b-6, 46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive, 47-14g, 51-348a and 52-362, the 
court may order either spouse or, if such proceeding concerns the custody, care, education, 
visitation or support of a minor child, either parent to pay the reasonable attorney's fees of the 
other in accordance with their respective financial abilities and the criteria set forth in section 46b-
82. If, in any proceeding under this chapter and said sections, the court appoints an attorney for a 
minor child, the court may order the father, mother or an intervening party, individually or in any 
combination, to pay the reasonable fees of the attorney or may order the payment of the 
attorney's fees in whole or in part from the estate of the child. If the child is receiving or has 
received state aid or care, the reasonable compensation of the attorney shall be established by, 
and paid from funds appropriated to, the Judicial Department. 

Sec. 46b-63. (Formerly Sec. 46-60).  Restoration of birth name or former name of 
spouse.  

(a) At the time of entering a decree dissolving a marriage, the court, upon request of either 
spouse, shall restore the birth name or former name of such spouse. 

(b) At any time after entering a decree dissolving a marriage, the court, upon motion of either 
spouse, shall modify such judgment and restore the birth name or former name of such spouse. 

Sec. 46b-64. (Formerly Sec. 46-64c).  Orders of court prior to return day of complaint.  

Any provision in this chapter that the court may make any order after the return day of a complaint 
shall not preclude the court from making such order prior to the return day, upon the filing of a 
motion and the issuance of an order to show cause, if the court deems it necessary or appropriate. 

Sec. 46b-65. (Formerly Sec. 46-61).  Filing of declaration of resumption of marital 
relations; dissolution of marriage after legal separation decree when no declaration filed.  

(a) If the parties to a decree of legal separation at any time resume marital relations and file their 
written declaration of resumption, signed, acknowledged and witnessed, with the clerk of the 
superior court for the judicial district in which the separation was decreed, the declaration shall be 
entered upon the docket, under the entries relating to the complaint, and the decree shall be 
vacated and the complaint shall be deemed dismissed. 

(b) If no declaration has been filed under subsection (a) of this section, then at any time after the 
entry of a decree of legal separation, either party may petition the superior court for the judicial 
district in which the decree was entered for a decree dissolving the marriage and the court shall 
enter the decree in the presence of the party seeking the dissolution. 

Sec. 46b-66. (Formerly Sec. 46-49).  Review of agreements; incorporation into decree.  



In any case under this chapter where the parties have submitted to the court an agreement 
concerning the custody, care, education, visitation, maintenance or support of any of their children 
or concerning alimony or the disposition of property, the court shall inquire into the financial 
resources and actual needs of the spouses and their respective fitness to have physical custody of 
or rights of visitation with any minor child, in order to determine whether the agreement of the 
spouses is fair and equitable under all the circumstances. If the court finds the agreement fair and 
equitable, it shall become part of the court file, and if the agreement is in writing, it shall be 
incorporated by reference into the order or decree of the court. If the court finds the agreement is 
not fair and equitable, it shall make such orders as to finances and custody as the circumstances 
require. If the agreement is in writing and provides for the care, education, maintenance or support 
of a child beyond the age of eighteen, it may also be incorporated or otherwise made a part of any 
such order and shall be enforceable to the same extent as any other provision of such order or 
decree, notwithstanding the provisions of section 1-1d. 

Sec. 46b-66a.  Order of court re conveyance of title to real property. Effect of decree.  

(a) At the time of entering a decree annulling or dissolving a marriage or for legal separation 
pursuant to a complaint under section 46b-45, the Superior Court may order the husband or wife 
to convey title to real property to the other party or to a third person. 

(b) When any party is found to have violated an order of the court entered under subsection (a) of 
this section, the court may, by decree, pass title to the real property to either party or to a third 
person, without any act by either party, when in the judgment of the court it is the proper action to 
take. 

(c) When the decree is recorded on the land records in the town where the real property is 
situated, it shall effect the transfer of the title of such property as if it were a deed of the party or 
parties. 

Sec. 46b-67. (Formerly Sec. 46-44).  Waiting period. Effect of decree.  

(a) Following the expiration of ninety days after the day on which a complaint for dissolution or 
legal separation is made returnable, or after the expiration of six months, where proceedings have 
been stayed under section 46b-53, the court may proceed on the complaint, or whenever 
dissolution is claimed under cross complaint, amended complaint or amended cross complaint, the 
case may be heard and a decree granted thereon after the expiration of the ninety days and 
twenty days after the cross complaint, amended complaint or amended cross complaint has been 
filed with the court, provided the requirement of the twenty-day delay shall not apply (1) whenever 
opposing counsel, having appeared, consents to the cross complaint, amended complaint or 
amended cross complaint, or (2) where the defendant has not appeared and the amendment does 
not set forth either a cause of action or a claim for relief not in the original complaint. Nothing in 
this section shall prevent any interlocutory proceedings within the ninety-day period. 

(b) A decree of annulment or dissolution shall give the parties the status of unmarried persons and 
they may marry again. A decree of legal separation shall have the effect of a decree dissolving the 
marriage except that neither party shall be free to marry. Neither the ninety-day period specified in 
this section nor the six-month period referred to in section 46b-53 shall apply in actions for 
annulment and the court may proceed on any cause of action for annulment in the manner 
generally applicable in civil actions. 

Sec. 46b-69. (Formerly Sec. 46-64b).  Statutes applicable to matrimonial actions.  

The provisions of this chapter and sections 17b-743, 17b-744, 45a-257, 46b-1, 46b-6, 47-14g, 51-
348a and 52-362 shall apply to all actions for dissolution of marriage, annulment and legal 
separation filed after May 13, 1974, to all actions for annulment, legal separation or dissolution of 
marriage commenced prior to said date and to appeals from, and motions for modification of, any 
alimony, support or custody order entered pursuant to a decree of dissolution of a marriage, 
divorce, legal separation or annulment rendered prior to said date. The provisions of this chapter 



and sections 17b-743, 17b- 744, 45a-257, 46b-1, 46b-6, 47-14g, 51-348a and 52-362 in effect on 
October 1, 1973, shall continue to apply to any action for dissolution of marriage, annulment or 
legal separation in which a decree of the Superior Court has been rendered after October 1, 1973, 
in which an appeal is pending or in which the date of taking an appeal has not expired on May 13, 
1974, except an appeal from any order of alimony or custody. Sections 46-13 to 46-30, inclusive, 
of the general statutes of Connecticut, revision of 1958, revised to 1972, shall continue to apply to 
any action for divorce, dissolution of a marriage, annulment or legal separation in which a decree 
has been rendered and in which an appeal is pending or in which the time for taking an appeal had 
not expired on October 1, 1973, except an appeal from any order of alimony, support or custody. 

Sec. 46b-69a.  Wage executions and earning assignments.  

Executions and earning assignments in accordance with section 52-362 shall be available in all 
actions for dissolution of marriage, annulment and legal separation. 

Sec. 46b-69b.  Parenting education programs. Required.  

(a) The Family Division of the Judicial Department shall establish a parenting education program 
for parties involved in any action before the Superior Court under section 46b-1, except actions 
brought under section 46b-15 and chapter 815t. For purposes of this section, a "parenting 
education program" means a course designed by the Judicial Department to educate persons, 
including unmarried parents, on the impact on children of the restructuring of families. The course 
shall include, but not be limited to, information on the developmental stages of children, 
adjustment of children to parental separation, dispute resolution and conflict management, 
guidelines for visitation, stress reduction in children and cooperative parenting. 

(b) The court shall order any party to an action specified in subsection (a) of this section to 
participate in such program whenever a minor child is involved in such action unless (1) the parties 
agree, subject to the approval of the court, not to participate in such program, (2) the court, on 
motion, determines that participation is not deemed necessary or (3) the parties select and 
participate in a comparable parenting education program. A family support magistrate may order 
parties involved in any action before the Family Support Magistrate Division to participate in such 
parenting education program, upon a finding that such participation is necessary and provided both 
parties are present when such order is issued. No party shall be required to participate in such 
program more than once. A party shall be deemed to have satisfactorily completed such program 
upon certification by the service provider of the program. 

(c) The Family Division shall, by contract with service providers, make available the parenting 
education program and shall certify to the court the results of each party's participation in the 
program. 

(d) Any person who is ordered to participate in a parenting education program shall pay directly to 
the service provider a participation fee, except that no person may be excluded from such program 
for inability to pay such fee. Any contract entered into between the Family Division and the service 
provider pursuant to subsection (c) of this section shall include a fee schedule and provisions 
requiring service providers to allow persons who are indigent or unable to pay to participate in such 
program and shall provide that all costs of such program shall be covered by the revenue 
generated from participants' fees. The total cost for such program shall not exceed two hundred 
dollars per person. Such amount shall be indexed annually to reflect the rate of inflation. The 
program shall not exceed a total of ten hours. 

(e) Any service provider under contract with the Family Division pursuant to this section shall 
provide safety and security for participants in the program, including victims of family violence. 

Sec. 46b-69c.  Advisory committee. Recommendations to Judicial Department concerning 
parenting education programs.  



(a) There is established an advisory committee to (1) make recommendations to the Judicial 
Department on the development of, and annually thereafter on modifications to, the curriculum for 
the parenting education program established pursuant to subsection (a) of section 46b-69b and (2) 
advise on other matters involving the service providers, including the qualifications and selection of 
such providers. 

(b) The advisory committee shall consist of not more than ten members to be appointed by the 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and shall include members who represent the commission on 
children, the family law section of the Connecticut Bar Association, educators specializing in 
children studies, agencies representing victims of family violence, service providers and the Judicial 
Department. The members shall serve for terms of two years and may be reappointed for 
succeeding terms. The members shall elect a chairperson from among their number and shall 
receive no compensation for their services. 

(c) The Family Division of the Judicial Department shall provide staff services to the advisory 
committee. 

PART II*  ENFORCEMENT OF FOREIGN MATRIMONIAL JUDGMENTS 

Sec. 46b-70.  Foreign matrimonial judgment defined.  

As used in sections 46b- 70 to 46b-75, inclusive, "foreign matrimonial judgment" means any 
judgment, decree or order of a court of any state in the United States in an action for divorce, legal 
separation, annulment or dissolution of marriage, for the custody, care, education, visitation, 
maintenance or support of children or for alimony, support or the disposition of property of the 
parties to an existing or terminated marriage, in which both parties have entered an appearance. 

Sec. 46b-71.  Filing of foreign matrimonial judgment; enforcement in this state.  

(a) Any party to an action in which a foreign matrimonial judgment has been rendered, shall file, 
with a certified copy of the foreign matrimonial judgment, in the court in this state in which 
enforcement of such judgment is sought, a certification that such judgment is final, has not been 
modified, altered, amended, set aside or vacated and that the enforcement of such judgment has 
not been stayed or suspended, and such certificate shall set forth the full name and last-known 
address of the other party to such judgment and the name and address of the court in the foreign 
state which rendered such judgment. 

(b) Such foreign matrimonial judgment shall become a judgment of the court of this state where it 
is filed and shall be enforced and otherwise treated in the same manner as a judgment of a court in 
this state; provided such foreign matrimonial judgment does not contravene the public policy of the 
state of Connecticut. A foreign matrimonial judgment so filed shall have the same effect and may 
be enforced or satisfied in the same manner as any like judgment of a court of this state and is 
subject to the same procedures for modifying, altering, amending, vacating, setting aside, staying 
or suspending said judgment as a judgment of a court of this state; provided, in modifying, 
altering, amending, setting aside, vacating, staying or suspending any such foreign matrimonial 
judgment in this state the substantive law of the foreign jurisdiction shall be controlling. 

Sec. 46b-72.  Notification of filing.  

Within five days after the filing of such judgment and certificate, the party filing such judgment 
shall notify the other party of the filing of such foreign matrimonial judgment by registered mail at 
his last-known address or by personal service. Execution shall not issue on any such foreign 
matrimonial judgment for a period of twenty days from the filing thereof and no steps shall be 
taken to enforce such judgment until proof of service has been filed with the court. 

Sec. 46b-73.  Stay of enforcement; modifications; hearing.  



(a) If either party files an affidavit with the court that an appeal from the foreign matrimonial 
judgment is pending in the foreign state, or will be taken, or that a stay of execution has been 
granted, the court shall stay enforcement of the foreign matrimonial judgment until the appeal is 
concluded, the time for appeal expires or the stay of execution expires or is vacated. 

(b) If a party files an affidavit with the court that such foreign matrimonial judgment has been 
modified, altered or amended, the court shall enforce such foreign matrimonial judgment as 
modified, altered or amended. 

(c) Upon motion made to the court of this state in which the foreign matrimonial judgment has 
been filed, either party shall be entitled to a hearing on any disputed issue of fact or law 
concerning the enforceability of said judgment in this state, including any challenge to the 
jurisdiction of the court which rendered such foreign matrimonial judgment. 

Sec. 46b-74.  Right to action on judgment unimpaired.  

The right of a party to a foreign matrimonial judgment to proceed by an action on the judgment 
instead of proceeding under sections 46b-70 to 46b-75, inclusive, remains unimpaired. 

Sec. 46b-75.  Uniformity of interpretation.  

Sections 46b-70 to 46b-75, inclusive, shall be so construed as to effectuate their general purpose 
to make uniform the laws of those states which enact them. 

PART III*  SUPPORT OF CHILD AND SPOUSE. TRANSFER OF PROPERTY 

Sec. 46b-80. (Formerly Sec. 46-38).  Prejudgment remedies available; lis pendens; 
notice; effect.  

(a) The following procedures shall be available to secure the financial interests of either spouse in 
connection with any complaint under section 46b-45 or 46b-56 or any application under section 
46b-61: (1) Any remedy afforded by chapter 903a concerning prejudgment remedies, whether or 
not a money demand is made in such complaint or application; and (2) at any time after the 
service of such a complaint or application, if either party claims an interest in real property in which 
the other party has an interest, either spouse may cause a notice of lis pendens to be recorded in 
the office of the town clerk of each town in which is located real property in which the other spouse 
has an interest. The notice shall contain the names of the spouses, the nature of the complaint or 
application, the court having jurisdiction, the date of the complaint or application and a description 
of the real property. Such notice shall, from the time of the recording only, be notice to any person 
thereafter acquiring any interest in such property of the pendency of the complaint or application. 
Each person whose conveyance or encumbrance is subsequently executed or subsequently 
recorded or whose interest is thereafter obtained by descent, or otherwise, shall be deemed to be a 
subsequent purchaser or encumbrancer, and shall be bound by all proceedings taken after the 
recording of such notice, to the same extent as if he were made a party to the complaint or 
application. A notice of lis pendens recorded in accordance with this section may be discharged by 
the court upon substitution of a bond with surety in an amount established by the court if the court 
finds that the claim of the spouse against property subject to the notice of lis pendens can be 
satisfied by money damages. 

(b) All notices of lis pendens recorded pursuant to the provisions of subsection (a) shall be subject 
to the provisions of subsection (c) of section 52-325 and sections 52- 325a to 52-325c, inclusive. 

Sec. 46b-81. (Formerly Sec. 46-51).  Assignment of property and transfer of title.  

(a) At the time of entering a decree annulling or dissolving a marriage or for legal separation 
pursuant to a complaint under section 46b-45, the Superior Court may assign to either the 
husband or wife all or any part of the estate of the other. The court may pass title to real property 



to either party or to a third person or may order the sale of such real property, without any act by 
either the husband or the wife, when in the judgment of the court it is the proper mode to carry 
the decree into effect. 

(b) A conveyance made pursuant to the decree shall vest title in the purchaser, and shall bind all 
persons entitled to life estates and remainder interests in the same manner as a sale ordered by 
the court pursuant to the provisions of section 52-500. When the decree is recorded on the land 
records in the town where the real property is situated, it shall effect the transfer of the title of 
such real property as if it were a deed of the party or parties. 

(c) In fixing the nature and value of the property, if any, to be assigned, the court, after hearing 
the witnesses, if any, of each party, except as provided in subsection (a) of section 46b-51, shall 
consider the length of the marriage, the causes for the annulment, dissolution of the marriage or 
legal separation, the age, health, station, occupation, amount and sources of income, vocational 
skills, employability, estate, liabilities and needs of each of the parties and the opportunity of each 
for future acquisition of capital assets and income. The court shall also consider the contribution of 
each of the parties in the acquisition, preservation or appreciation in value of their respective 
estates. 

Sec. 46b-82. (Formerly Sec. 46-52).  Alimony.  

At the time of entering the decree, the Superior Court may order either of the parties to pay 
alimony to the other, in addition to or in lieu of an award pursuant to section 46b-81. The order 
may direct that security be given therefor on such terms as the court may deem desirable, 
including an order to either party to contract with a third party for periodic payments or payments 
contingent on a life to the other party. In determining whether alimony shall be awarded, and the 
duration and amount of the award, the court shall hear the witnesses, if any, of each party, except 
as provided in subsection (a) of section 46b-51, shall consider the length of the marriage, the 
causes for the annulment, dissolution of the marriage or legal separation, the age, health, station, 
occupation, amount and sources of income, vocational skills, employability, estate and needs of 
each of the parties and the award, if any, which the court may make pursuant to section 46b-81, 
and, in the case of a parent to whom the custody of minor children has been awarded, the 
desirability of such parent's securing employment. 

Sec. 46b-83. (Formerly Sec. 46-50).  Alimony, support and use of family home or other 
residential dwelling unit awarded pendente lite.  

At any time after the return day of a complaint under section 46b-45 or 46b-56 or after filing an 
application under section 46b-61, and after hearing, alimony and support pendente lite may be 
awarded to either of the parties from the date of the filing of an application therefor with the 
Superior Court. Full credit shall be given for all sums paid to one party by the other from the date 
of the filing of such a motion to the date of rendition of such order. In making an order for alimony 
pendente lite the court shall consider all factors enumerated in section 46b-82, except the grounds 
for the complaint or cross complaint, to be considered with respect to a permanent award of 
alimony. In making an order for support pendente lite the court shall consider all factors 
enumerated in section 46b-84. The court may also award exclusive use of the family home or any 
other dwelling unit which is available for use as a residence pendente lite to either of the parties as 
is just and equitable without regard to the respective interests of the parties in the property. 

Sec. 46b-84. (Formerly Sec. 46-57).  Parents' obligation for maintenance of minor child.  

Order for health insurance coverage. (a) Upon or subsequent to the annulment or dissolution of 
any marriage or the entry of a decree of legal separation or divorce, the parents of a minor child of 
the marriage, shall maintain the child according to their respective abilities, if the child is in need of 
maintenance. 

(b) If there is an unmarried child of the marriage who has attained the age of eighteen, is a full-
time high school student and resides with a parent, the parents shall maintain the child according 



to their respective abilities if the child is in need of maintenance until such time as such child 
completes the twelfth grade or attains the age of nineteen, whichever first occurs. The provisions 
of this subsection shall apply only in cases where the decree of dissolution of marriage, legal 
separation or annulment is entered on or after July 1, 1994. 

(c) The court may make appropriate orders of support of any child with mental retardation, as 
defined in section 1-1g, or a mental disability or physical disability, as defined in subdivision (15) of 
section 46a-51, who resides with a parent and is principally dependent upon such parent for 
maintenance until such child attains the age of twenty- one. The child support guidelines 
established pursuant to section 46b-215a shall not apply to orders entered under this subsection. 
The provisions of this subsection shall apply only in cases where the decree of dissolution of 
marriage, legal separation or annulment is entered on or after October 1, 1997, or where the initial 
support orders in actions not claiming any such decree are entered on or after October 1, 1997. 

(d) In determining whether a child is in need of maintenance and, if in need, the respective abilities 
of the parents to provide such maintenance and the amount thereof, the court shall consider the 
age, health, station, occupation, earning capacity, amount and sources of income, estate, 
vocational skills and employability of each of the parents, and the age, health, station, occupation, 
educational status and expectation, amount and sources of income, vocational skills, employability, 
estate and needs of the child. 

(e) At any time at which orders are entered in a proceeding for dissolution of marriage, annulment, 
legal separation, custody, or support, whether before, at the time of, or after entry of a decree or 
judgment, if health insurance coverage for a child is ordered by the court to be maintained, the 
court shall provide in the order that (1) the signature of the custodial parent or custodian of the 
insured dependent shall constitute a valid authorization to the insurer for purposes of processing an 
insurance reimbursement payment to the provider of the medical services, to the custodial parent 
or to the custodian, (2) neither parent shall prevent or interfere with the timely processing of any 
insurance reimbursement claim and (3) if the parent receiving an insurance reimbursement 
payment is not the parent or custodian who is paying the bill for the services of the medical 
provider, the parent receiving such insurance reimbursement payment shall promptly pay to the 
parent or custodian paying such bill any insurance reimbursement for such services. For purposes 
of subdivision (1), the custodial parent or custodian is responsible for providing the insurer with a 
certified copy of the order of dissolution or other order requiring maintenance of insurance for a 
child provided if such custodial parent or custodian fails to provide the insurer with a copy of such 
order, the Commissioner of Social Services may provide the insurer with a copy of such order. 
Such insurer may thereafter rely on such order and is not responsible for inquiring as to the legal 
sufficiency of the order. The custodial parent or custodian shall be responsible for providing the 
insurer with a certified copy of any order which materially alters the provision of the original order 
with respect to the maintenance of insurance for a child. If presented with an insurance 
reimbursement claim signed by the custodial parent or custodian, such insurer shall reimburse the 
provider of the medical services, if payment is to be made to such provider under the policy, or 
shall otherwise reimburse the custodial parent or custodian. 

(f) After the granting of a decree annulling or dissolving the marriage or ordering a legal 
separation, and upon complaint or motion with order and summons made to the Superior Court by 
either parent or by the Commissioner of Administrative Services in any case arising under 
subsection (a) or (b) of this section, the court shall inquire into the child's need of maintenance and 
the respective abilities of the parents to supply maintenance. The court shall make and enforce the 
decree for the maintenance of the child as it considers just, and may direct security to be given 
therefor, including an order to either party to contract with a third party for periodic payments or 
payments contingent on a life to the other party. The court shall include in each support order a 
provision for the health care coverage of the child which provision may include an order for either 
parent to name any child who is subject to the provisions of subsection (a) or (b) of this section as 
a beneficiary of any medical or dental insurance or benefit plan carried by such parent or available 
to such parent on a group basis through an employer or a union. If such insurance coverage is 
unavailable at reasonable cost, the provision for health care coverage may include an order for 
either parent to apply for and maintain coverage on behalf of the child under the HUSKY Plan, Part 
B. The noncustodial parent shall be ordered to apply for the HUSKY Plan, Part B only if such parent 



is found to have sufficient ability to pay the appropriate premium. In any IV-D support case in 
which the noncustodial parent is found to have insufficient ability to provide medical insurance 
coverage and the custodial party is the HUSKY Plan, Part A or Part B applicant, the provision for 
health care coverage may include an order for the noncustodial parent to pay such amount as is 
specified by the court or family support magistrate to the state or the custodial party, as their 
interests may appear, to offset the cost of any insurance payable under the HUSKY Plan, Part A or 
Part B. In no event may such order include payment to offset the cost of any such premium if such 
payment would reduce the amount of current support required under the child support guidelines. 

(g) Whenever an obligor is before the court in proceedings to establish, modify or enforce a 
support order, and such order is not secured by an income withholding order, the court may 
require the obligor to execute a bond or post other security sufficient to perform such order for 
support, provided the court finds that such a bond is available for purchase within the financial 
means of the obligor. Upon failure of such obligor to comply with such support order, the court may 
order the bond or the security forfeited and the proceeds thereof paid to the state in TANF cases or 
to the obligee in non-TANF cases. In any IV-D case in which the obligor is found by the court to 
owe past-due support, the court may issue an order for the periodic payment of such support or, if 
such obligor is not incapacitated, order such obligor to participate in work activities which may 
include, but shall not be limited to, job search, training, work experience and participation in the 
job training and retraining program established by the Labor Commissioner pursuant to section 31-
3t. 

(h) In IV-D support cases, as defined in subdivision (13) of subsection (b) of section 46b-231, a 
copy of any support order established or modified pursuant to this section or, in the case of a 
motion for modification of an existing support order, a notice of determination that there should be 
no change in the amount of the support order, shall be provided to each party and the state case 
registry within fourteen days after issuance of such order or determination. 

Sec. 46b-85. (Formerly Sec. 46-53).  Order for support of mentally ill spouse.  

At the time of granting dissolution of a marriage to which one party is mentally ill or at any time 
thereafter, on application of either party or of the guardian or conservator of the mentally ill 
spouse, or of any person, town or other municipality charged with the support of the mentally ill 
spouse, or the Commissioner of Administrative Services if the state is charged, the court may make 
such order requiring support of the mentally ill spouse, or security for support, as may be proper. 
The court may set aside or alter any such order, at any time thereafter, on application of either 
party or of the guardian of the mentally ill spouse, or of any person, town or other municipality 
charged with support, or the Commissioner of Administrative Services if the state is charged. Any 
order providing for the support of the mentally ill party shall be enforceable in the same manner as 
orders relating to alimony. 

Sec. 46b-86. (Formerly Sec. 46-54).  Modification of alimony or support orders and 
judgments.  

(a) Unless and to the extent that the decree precludes modification, any final order for the periodic 
payment of permanent alimony or support or an order for alimony or support pendente lite may at 
any time thereafter be continued, set aside, altered or modified by said court upon a showing of a 
substantial change in the circumstances of either party or upon a showing that the final order for 
child support substantially deviates from the child support guidelines established pursuant to 
section 46b- 215a, unless there was a specific finding on the record that the application of the 
guidelines would be inequitable or inappropriate. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that any 
deviation of less than fifteen per cent from the child support guidelines is not substantial and any 
deviation of fifteen per cent or more from the guidelines is substantial. Modification may be made 
of such support order without regard to whether the order was issued before, on or after May 9, 
1991. In determining whether to modify a child support order based on a substantial deviation 
from such child support guidelines the court shall consider the division of real and personal 
property between the parties set forth in the final decree and the benefits accruing to the child as 
the result of such division. After the date of judgment, modification of any child support order 



issued before or after July 1, 1990, may be made upon a showing of such substantial change of 
circumstances, whether or not such change of circumstances was contemplated at the time of 
dissolution. By written agreement, stipulation or by decision of the court, those items or 
circumstances that were contemplated and are not to be changed may be specified in the written 
agreement, stipulation or decision of the court. This section shall not apply to assignments under 
section 46b-81 or to any assignment of the estate or a portion thereof of one party to the other 
party under prior law. No order for periodic payment of permanent alimony or support may be 
subject to retroactive modification, except that the court may order modification with respect to 
any period during which there is a pending motion for modification of an alimony or support order 
from the date of service of notice of such pending motion upon the opposing party pursuant to 
section 52-50. 

(b) In an action for divorce, dissolution of marriage, legal separation or annulment brought by a 
husband or wife, in which a final judgment has been entered providing for the payment of periodic 
alimony by one party to the other, the Superior Court may, in its discretion and upon notice and 
hearing, modify such judgment and suspend, reduce or terminate the payment of periodic alimony 
upon a showing that the party receiving the periodic alimony is living with another person under 
circumstances which the court finds should result in the modification, suspension, reduction or 
termination of alimony because the living arrangements cause such a change of circumstances as 
to alter the financial needs of that party. 

(c) When one of the parties, or a child of the parties, is receiving or has received aid or care from 
the state under its aid to families with dependent children program or temporary assistance for 
needy families program or under its foster care program as provided in Title IV-E of the Social 
Security Act, or where one of the parties has applied for child support enforcement services under 
Title IV-D of the Social Security Act as provided in section 17b-179, such motion to modify shall be 
filed with the Family Support Magistrate Division for determination in accordance with subsection 
(m) of section 46b-231. 

Sec. 46b-87. (Formerly Sec. 46-56).  Contempt of orders.  

When any person is found in contempt of an order of the Superior Court entered under section 
46b-60 to 46b-62, inclusive, 46b-81 to 46b-83, inclusive, or 46b-86, the court may award to the 
petitioner a reasonable attorney's fee and the fees of the officer serving the contempt citation, such 
sums to be paid by the person found in contempt, provided if any such person is found not to be in 
contempt of such order, the court may award a reasonable attorney's fee to such person. The costs 
of commitment of any person imprisoned for contempt of court by reason of failure to comply with 
such an order shall be paid by the state as in criminal cases. 

Sec. 46b-87a.  Forms and instructions for application for contempt order based on 
violation of visitation order.  

The Office of the Chief Court Administrator shall prepare forms, including instructions in plain 
language, for applying to the court for a contempt citation based upon a violation of a visitation 
order or for modification of a visitation order and shall make such forms available to litigants. 

CHAPTER 816*  SUPPORT 

PART I*  UNIFORM RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF SUPPORT 

Sec. 46b-207. (Formerly Sec. 17-354).  Support services.  

The court is authorized to establish and maintain a Support Enforcement Division and such division 
offices as it determines are necessary for the proper handling of the administrative details incident 
to proceedings under sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive, and may appoint such personnel as 
necessary for the proper administration of the nonjudicial functions of proceedings under sections 
46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive. 



Sec. 46b-208. (Formerly Sec. 17-354a).  Powers of support service investigators.  

The support service investigators of the Support Enforcement Division of the Superior Court shall, 
while acting within the scope of their duties as such, pursuant to matters under sections 46b-212 
to 46b-213v, inclusive, have the powers of service and of execution of summons and orders for 
withholding, and the conduct of investigations. 

Sec. 46b-211. (Formerly Sec. 17-355b).  Participation in proceedings not to confer 
jurisdiction for other proceedings.  

Participation in any proceedings under this part shall not confer upon any court jurisdiction of any 
of the parties thereto in any other proceeding. 

PART III*  FAMILY SUPPORT MAGISTRATE'S ACT 

Sec. 46b-231.  Definitions. Family Support Advisory Committee. Family Support 
Magistrate Division. Family support magistrates; appointment, salaries, powers and 
duties. Orders. Appeal. Attorney General; duties re actions for support.  

(a) Short title: Family Support Magistrate's Act. This section shall be known and may be cited as 
the "Family Support Magistrate's Act". 

(b) Definitions. For the purposes of this section: 

(1) "Chief Family Support Magistrate" means the family support magistrate designated by the Chief 
Court Administrator as provided in subsection (g) of this section; 

(2) "Child support enforcement services" means the services provided by the IV- D agency or an 
agency under cooperative or purchase of service agreement therewith pursuant to Title IV-D of the 
Social Security Act, including, but not limited to, location; establishment of paternity; 
establishment, modification and enforcement of child and medical support orders and the collection 
and distribution of support payments; 

(3) "Commissioner" means the Commissioner of Social Services or a designee or authorized 
representative; 

(4) "Bureau of Child Support Enforcement" means a division within the Department of Social 
Services established pursuant to section 17b-179; 

(5) "Department" means the Department of Social Services or any bureau, division or agency of 
the Department of Social Services; 

(6) "Family Support Magistrate Division" means a division of the Superior Court created by this 
section for the purpose of establishing and enforcing child and spousal support in IV-D cases and in 
cases brought pursuant to sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive, utilizing quasi-judicial 
proceedings; 

(7) "Family support magistrate" means a person, appointed as provided in subsection (f) of this 
section to establish and enforce child and spousal support orders; 

(8) "Foster care cases" are cases in which children are receiving foster care under part I of chapter 
319a or part I of chapter 815t, but does not include cases in which children reside in detention 
facilities, forestry camps, training schools or other facilities operated primarily for the detention of 
children adjudicated as delinquent; 

(9) "Law" includes both common and statute law; 



(10) "Obligee" means any person to whom a duty of support is owed; 

(11) "Obligor" means any person owing a duty of support; 

(12) "IV-D agency" means the Bureau of Child Support Enforcement within the Department of 
Social Services, created by section 17b-179 and authorized to administer the child support 
program mandated by Title IV-D of the Social Security Act; 

(13) "IV-D support cases" are those in which the IV-D agency is providing child support 
enforcement services under Title IV-D of the Social Security Act, including all foster care cases 
referred to the Bureau of Child Support Enforcement under section 46b-130; and 

(14) "Support order" means a judgment, decree or order, whether temporary, final or subject to 
modification, issued by a court of competent jurisdiction, for the support and maintenance of a 
child, including a child who has attained the age of majority under the law of the issuing state, or a 
child and parent with whom the child is living, which provides for monetary support, health care, 
arrearages or reimbursement, and which may include related costs and fees, interest and 
penalties, income withholding, attorneys' fees and other relief. 

(c) Remedies. The remedies herein provided are in addition to and not in substitution for any other 
remedy. 

(d) Family Support Magistrate Division established. There is created the Family Support Magistrate 
Division of the Superior Court for the purpose of the impartial administration of child and spousal 
support. 

(e) Family Support Advisory Committee established. Repealed by P.A. 91-190, S. 8, 9. 

(f) Magistrates. The Family Support Magistrate Division shall include nine family support 
magistrates who shall be appointed by the Governor to serve in that capacity for a term of three 
years. A family support magistrate may be reappointed upon completion of his term of office by the 
Governor. To be eligible for appointment, a family support magistrate must have engaged in the 
practice of law for five years prior to his appointment and shall be experienced in the field of family 
law. He shall devote full time to his duties as a family support magistrate and shall not engage in 
the private practice of law. A family support magistrate may be removed from office by the 
Governor for cause. 

(g) Chief magistrate. A Chief Family Support Magistrate shall be designated by the Chief Court 
Administrator of the Superior Court from among the nine family support magistrates appointed by 
the Governor pursuant to subsection (f) of this section. Under the direction of the Chief Court 
Administrator, the Chief Family Support Magistrate shall supervise the Family Support Magistrate 
Division and submit an annual report to the Chief Court Administrator and perform such other 
duties as provided in this section. 

(h) Salaries of chief magistrate and magistrates. (1) On and after April 1, 2000, the Chief Family 
Support Magistrate shall receive a salary of ninety-nine thousand five hundred eighty-seven 
dollars, and other family support magistrates shall receive an annual salary of ninety-four thousand 
five hundred eighty-seven dollars. 

(2) On and after April 1, 2001, the Chief Family Support Magistrate shall receive a salary of one 
hundred three thousand six hundred dollars, and other family support magistrates shall receive an 
annual salary of ninety-eight thousand six hundred dollars. 
 

(3) On and after April 1, 2002, the Chief Family Support Magistrate shall receive a salary of one 
hundred eight thousand eight hundred twenty-one dollars, and other family support magistrates 
shall receive an annual salary of one hundred three thousand five hundred sixty-nine dollars. 



(i) Retirement and disability coverage. (1) Family support magistrates shall be included under the 
provisions of chapters 65 and 66 regarding retirement and disability of state employees. Each such 
individual shall receive full retirement credit for each year or portion thereof for which retirement 
benefits are paid while serving as a family support magistrate. 

(2) Any family support magistrate may elect to be included within the provisions of sections 51-49, 
51-49a, 51-49b, 51-49c, 51-49d, 51-49h, 51-50a and 51-50b, or to continue to be subject to the 
provisions of subdivision (1) of this subsection. Any family support magistrate who has so elected 
may revoke such election and elect to be included in the provisions of chapters 65 and 66 
regarding retirement and disability of state employees. Thereupon any payments transferred from 
the State Employees Retirement Fund to the Judges, Family Support Magistrates and 
Compensation Commissioners Retirement Fund shall be transferred from the Judges, Family 
Support Magistrates and Compensation Commissioners Retirement Fund to the State Employees 
Retirement Fund. 

(j) Assistant clerks and other employees. The Chief Court Administrator shall designate assistant 
clerks for the Family Support Magistrate Division to serve in judicial districts created pursuant to 
section 51-344 and such other assistant clerks and other employees as may be necessary for the 
operation of the Family Support Magistrate Division. The administrative judge for each judicial 
district may also assign clerks or administrative clerks for the judicial district to serve as assistant 
clerks or administrative clerks in his judicial district for the Family Support Magistrate Division. 

(k) Hearings to be recorded. The Chief Court Administrator shall arrange for the recording of all 
hearings before the family support magistrate by contract or otherwise. 

(l) Rules of procedure to be adopted. The judges of the Superior Court shall adopt rules of 
procedure in accordance with the provisions of section 51-14 for the handling by magistrates of IV-
D support cases and in cases brought pursuant to sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive. Such 
rules of procedure shall conform when applicable to rules adopted for the Superior Court. 

(m) Magistrates' powers and duties. The Chief Family Support Magistrate and the family support 
magistrates shall have the powers and duties enumerated in this subsection. 

(1) A family support magistrate in IV-D support cases may compel the attendance of witnesses or 
the obligor under a summons issued pursuant to sections 17b-745, 46b- 172, and 46b-215 or 
under a subpoena issued pursuant to section 52-143, or a citation for failure to obey an order of a 
family support magistrate or a judge of the Superior Court. If a person is served with a summons, 
subpoena or citation issued by the family support magistrate or the assistant clerk of the Family 
Support Magistrate Division and fails to appear, a family support magistrate may issue a capias 
mittimus directed to some proper officer to arrest the obligor or the witness and bring him before a 
family support magistrate. Whenever such a capias mittimus is ordered, the family support 
magistrate shall establish a recognizance to the state of Connecticut in the form of a bond of such 
character and amount as to assure the appearance of the obligor at the next regular session of the 
Family Support Magistrate Division in the judicial district in which the matter is pending. If the 
obligor posts such a bond, and thereafter fails to appear before the family support magistrate at 
the time and place he is ordered to appear, the family support magistrate may order the bond 
forfeited, and the proceeds thereof paid to the state in TANF cases or the obligee in non-TANF 
cases. 

(2) Family support magistrates shall hear and determine matters involving child and spousal 
support in IV-D support cases including petitions for support brought pursuant to sections 17b-81, 
17b-179, 17b-745 and 46b-215; applications for show cause orders in IV-D support cases brought 
pursuant to subsection (b) of section 46b-172, and actions for interstate enforcement of child and 
spousal support and paternity under sections 46b- 212 to 46b-213v, inclusive, and shall hear and 
determine all motions for modifications of child and spousal support in such cases. In all IV-D 
cases, family support magistrates shall have the authority to order any obligor who is subject to a 
plan for reimbursement of past-due support and is not incapacitated, to participate in work 
activities which may include, but shall not be limited to, job search, training, work experience and 



participation in the job training and retraining program established by the Labor Commissioner 
pursuant to section 31-3t. A family support magistrate shall not modify an order for periodic 
payment on an arrearage due the state for state assistance which has been discontinued to 
increase such payments, unless the family support magistrate first determines that the state has 
made a reasonable effort to notify the current recipient of child support, at the most current 
address available to the IV-D agency, of the pendency of the motion to increase such periodic 
arrearage payments and of the time and place of the hearing on such motion. If such recipient 
appears, either personally or through a representative, at such hearing, the family support 
magistrate shall determine whether the order in effect for child support is reasonable in relation to 
the current financial circumstances of the parties, prior to modifying an order increasing such 
periodic arrearage payments. 

(3) Family support magistrates shall review and approve or modify all agreements for support in 
IV-D support cases filed with the Family Support Magistrate Division in accordance with sections 
17b-179, 17b-745, 46b-172, 46b-215 and subsection (c) of section 53-304. 

(4) Motions for modification of existing child and spousal support orders entered by the Superior 
Court in IV-D support cases, including motions to modify existing child and spousal support orders 
entered in actions brought pursuant to chapter 815j, shall be brought in the Family Support 
Magistrate Division and decided by a family support magistrate. Family support magistrates, in 
deciding if a spousal or child support order should be modified, shall make such determination 
based upon the criteria set forth in section 46b-84 and section 46b-215b. A person who is 
aggrieved by a decision of a family support magistrate modifying a Superior Court order is entitled 
to appeal such decision in accordance with the provisions of subsection (n) of this section. 

(5) Proceedings to establish paternity in IV-D support cases shall be filed in the family support 
magistrate division for the judicial district where the mother or putative father resides. The matter 
shall be heard and determined by the family support magistrate in accordance with the provisions 
of chapter 815y. 

(6) Agreements for support obtained in IV-D support cases shall be filed with the assistant clerk of 
the family support magistrate division for the judicial district where the mother or the father of the 
child resides, pursuant to subsection (b) of section 46b- 172, and shall become effective as an 
order upon filing with the clerk. Such support agreements shall be reviewed by the family support 
magistrate who shall approve or disapprove the agreement. If the support agreement filed with the 
clerk is disapproved by a family support magistrate, such disapproval shall have a retroactive 
effect. 

(7) Family support magistrates shall enforce orders for child and spousal support entered by such 
family support magistrate and by the Superior Court in IV-D support cases by citing an obligor for 
contempt. Family support magistrates, in IV-D cases, shall have the authority to order any obligor 
who is subject to a plan for reimbursement of past-due support and is not incapacitated, to 
participate in work activities which may include, but shall not be limited to, job search, training, 
work experience and participation in the job training and retraining program established by the 
Labor Commissioner pursuant to section 31-3t. Family support magistrates shall also enforce 
income withholding orders entered pursuant to section 52-362, including any additional amounts to 
be applied toward liquidation of any arrearage, as required under subsection (e) of said section. 
Family support magistrates may require the obligor to furnish recognizance to the state of 
Connecticut in the form of a cash deposit or bond of such character and in such amount as the 
Family Support Magistrate Division deems proper to assure appearance at the next regular session 
of the Family Support Magistrate Division in the judicial district in which the matter is pending. 
Upon failure of the obligor to post such bond, the family support magistrate may refer the obligor 
to a community correctional center until he has complied with such order, provided that the obligor 
shall be heard at the next regular session of the Family Support Magistrate Division in the court to 
which he was summoned. If no regular session is held within seven days of such referral, the 
family support magistrate shall either cause a special session of the Family Support Magistrate 
Division to be convened, or the obligor shall be heard by a Superior Court judge in the judicial 
district. If the obligor fails to appear before the family support magistrate at the time and place he 
is ordered to appear, the family support magistrate may order the bond, if any, forfeited, and the 



proceeds thereof paid to the state in TANF cases or the obligee in non-TANF cases, as the family 
support magistrate may determine, and the family support magistrate may issue a capias mittimus 
for the arrest of the obligor, ordering him to appear before the family support magistrate. A family 
support magistrate may determine whether or not an obligor is in contempt of the order of the 
Superior Court or of a family support magistrate and may make such orders as are provided by law 
to enforce a support obligation, except that if the family support magistrate determines that 
incarceration of an obligor for failure to obey a support order may be indicated, the family support 
magistrate shall inform the obligor of his right to be represented by an attorney and his right to a 
court-appointed attorney to represent him if he is indigent. If the obligor claims he is indigent and 
desires an attorney to represent him, the family support magistrate shall conduct a hearing to 
determine if the obligor is indigent; and if he so finds, he will appoint an attorney to represent him. 

(8) Agreements between parties as to custody and visitation of minor children in IV-D support 
cases may be filed with the assistant clerk of the Family Support Magistrate Division. Such 
agreements shall be reviewed by a family support magistrate, who shall approve the agreement 
unless he finds such agreement is not in the best interests of the child. Agreements between 
parties as to custody and visitation in IV-D support cases shall be enforced in the same manner as 
agreements for support are enforced, pursuant to subdivision (7) of this subsection. 

(9) Whenever an obligor is before a family support magistrate in proceedings to establish, modify 
or enforce a support order in a IV-D support case and such order is not secured by an income 
withholding order, the magistrate may require the obligor to execute a bond or post other security 
sufficient to perform such order for support, provided the magistrate finds that such a bond is 
available for purchase within the financial means of the obligor. Upon failure of such obligor to 
comply with such support order, the family support magistrate may order the bond or the security 
forfeited and the proceeds thereof paid to the state in TANF cases or to the obligee in non-TANF 
cases. 

(10) In any proceeding in the Family Support Magistrate Division, if the family support magistrate 
finds that a party is indigent and unable to pay a fee or fees payable to the court or to pay the cost 
of service of process, the family support magistrate shall waive such fee or fees and the cost of 
service of process shall be paid by the state. 

(11) A family support magistrate may dismiss any action or proceeding which the family support 
magistrate may hear and determine. 

(12) A family support magistrate may order parties to participate in the parenting education 
program in accordance with the provisions of section 46b-69b. 

(n) Appeal procedure.  

(1) A person who is aggrieved by a final decision of a family support magistrate is entitled to 
judicial review by way of appeal under this section. 

(2) Proceedings for such appeal shall be instituted by filing a petition in superior court for the 
judicial district in which the decision of the family support magistrate was rendered not later than 
fourteen days after filing of the final decision with an assistant clerk assigned to the Family Support 
Magistrate Division or, if a rehearing is requested, not later than fourteen days after filing of the 
notice of the decision thereon. In a IV-D support case, such petitions shall be accompanied by a 
certification that copies of the petition have been served upon the IV-D agency as defined in 
subsection (b) of this section and all parties of record. Service upon the IV-D agency may be made 
by the appellant mailing a copy of the petition by certified mail to the office of the Attorney General 
in Hartford. 

(3) Within fourteen days after the filing of the petition, or within such further time as may be 
allowed by the court, the Family Support Magistrate Division shall transmit to the reviewing court 
the original or a certified copy of the entire record of the proceeding appealed from, which shall 



include the decision of the family support magistrate. The court may require or permit subsequent 
corrections or additions to the record. 

(4) The aggrieved party shall file with his appeal a statement that no transcript is required for the 
purpose of determining the issues raised on appeal or a statement that he has ordered a transcript. 
A transcript may be filed by any party to an appeal and shall be filed within thirty days from the 
filing of said appeal unless the time for filing such transcript is extended by order of the Superior 
Court or the family support magistrate. Costs of preparing the transcript shall be paid by the party 
ordering the preparation of the transcript. 

(5) If, before the date set for hearing, application is made to the Superior Court for leave to 
present additional evidence, and it is shown to the satisfaction of the court that the additional 
evidence is material and that there were good reasons for failure to present it in the proceeding 
before the family support magistrate, the Superior Court may permit additional evidence be taken 
before it upon conditions determined by the court. 

(6) The appeal shall be conducted by the Superior Court without a jury and shall be confined to the 
record and such additional evidence as the Superior Court has permitted to be introduced. The 
Superior Court, upon request, shall hear oral argument and receive written briefs. 

(7) The Superior Court may affirm the decision of the family support magistrate or remand the 
case for further proceedings. The Superior Court may reverse or modify the decision if substantial 
rights of the appellant have been prejudiced because the decision of the family support magistrate 
is: (A) In violation of constitutional or statutory provisions; (B) in excess of the statutory authority 
of the family support magistrate; (C) made upon unlawful procedure; (D) affected by other error of 
law; (E) clearly erroneous in view of the reliable, probative, and substantial evidence on the whole 
record; or (F) arbitrary or capricious or characterized by abuse of discretion or clearly unwarranted 
exercise of discretion. 

(8) Any order entered by the court pursuant to an appeal under this subsection may be retroactive 
to the date of the original order entered by the family support magistrate. 

(9) Upon all such appeals which are denied, costs may be taxed in favor of the prevailing party at 
the discretion of the Superior Court, but no costs shall be taxed against the state. 

(10) In any case in which any party claims that he cannot pay the costs of an appeal or defending 
an appeal under this section, he shall, within the time permitted for filing the appeal, or the time 
permitted for filing of a transcript of testimony if preparation of such transcript is required, file with 
the clerk of the superior court to which the appeal is to be taken an application for waiver of 
payment of such fees, costs and necessary expenses. The application shall conform to rules 
adopted pursuant to section 51-14. After such hearing as the Superior Court determines is 
necessary, the Superior Court shall enter its judgment on the application, which judgment shall 
contain a statement of the facts the Superior Court has found, with its conclusions thereon. The 
filing of the application for the waiver shall toll the time limits for the filing of an appeal until such 
time as a judgment on such application is entered. 

(o) Appeals to Appellate and Supreme Courts. Upon final determination of any appeal from a 
decision of a family support magistrate by the Superior Court, there shall be no right to further 
review except to the Appellate Court. The procedure on such appeal to the Appellate Court shall, 
except as otherwise provided herein, be in accordance with the procedures provided by rule or law 
for the appeal of judgments rendered by the Superior Court unless modified by rule of the judges 
of the Appellate Court. There shall be no right to further review except to the Supreme Court 
pursuant to the provisions of section 51-197f. 

(p) Order of support continued during appeal or until changed by further order. The filing of an 
appeal from a decision of a family support magistrate does not affect the order of support of a 
family support magistrate, but it shall continue in effect until the appeal is decided, and thereafter, 
unless denied, until changed by further order of a family support magistrate or the Superior Court. 



(q) Order issued by Superior Court supersedes previous orders. When an order for child or spousal 
support has been entered against an obligor by the Superior Court in an action originating in the 
Superior Court, such order shall supersede any previous order for child or spousal support against 
such obligor entered by a family support magistrate and shall also supersede any previous 
agreement for support executed by such obligor and filed with the Family Support Magistrate 
Division. 

(r) Force and effect of order for support. Garnishment provision. Orders for support entered by a 
family support magistrate shall have the same force and effect as orders of the Superior Court, 
except where otherwise provided in sections 17b-81, 17b- 93, 17b-179, 17b-743, 17b-744, 17b-
745 and 17b-746, subsection (a) of section 46b- 55, sections 46b-59a, 46b-86 and 46b-172, this 
chapter, subsection (b) of section 51- 348, section 52-362, subsection (a) of section 52-362d, 
subsection (a) of section 52- 362e and subsection (c) of section 53-304, and shall be considered 
orders of the Superior Court for the purpose of establishing and enforcing support orders of the 
family support magistrate, as provided in sections 17b-81, 17b-93, 17b-179, 17b-745, 52-362, 52-
362d, 52-362e and 53-304, except as otherwise provided in this section. All orders for support 
issued by family support magistrates in any matter before a magistrate shall contain an order for 
withholding to enforce such orders as set forth in section 52-362. 

(s) Duties of support enforcement officers. Support enforcement officers of the Support 
Enforcement Division of the Superior Court shall: 

(1) Supervise the payment of any child or spousal support order made by a family support 
magistrate. Supervision of such orders is defined as the utilization of all procedures available by 
law to collect child or spousal support, including issuance and implementation of income 
withholdings ordered by the Superior Court or a family support magistrate pursuant to section 52-
362, and if necessary, bringing an application for contempt to a family support magistrate and, in 
connection with such application, issuing an order requiring the obligor to appear before a family 
support magistrate to show cause why such obligor should not be held in contempt for failure to 
pay an order for child or spousal support entered by the Superior Court or a family support 
magistrate; 

(2) In non-TANF cases, have the authority to bring petitions for support orders pursuant to section 
46b-215, file agreements for support with the assistant clerk of the Family Support Magistrate 
Division, and bring applications for show cause orders pursuant to section 46b-172, and in IV-D 
cases and cases under sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive, enforce foreign support orders 
registered with the Family Support Magistrate Division pursuant to sections 46b-213f to 46b-213i, 
inclusive, and file agreements for support with the assistant clerk of the Family Support Magistrate 
Division; 

(3) In connection with any order or agreement entered by, or filed with, the Family Support 
Magistrate Division, or any order entered by the Superior Court in a IV-D support case upon order, 
investigate the financial situation of the parties and report findings to the family support magistrate 
regarding: (A) Any pending motion to modify such order or agreement or (B) any request or 
application for modification of such order or agreement made by an obligee; 

(4) In non-TANF IV-D cases, review child support orders at the request of either parent subject to 
a support order or, in TANF cases, review child support orders at the request of the Bureau of Child 
Support Enforcement, and initiate an action before a family support magistrate to modify such 
support order if it is determined upon such review that the order substantially deviates from the 
child support guidelines established pursuant to section 46b-215a or 46b-215b. The requesting 
party shall have a right to such review every three years without proving a substantial change in 
circumstances; more frequent reviews shall be made only if the requesting party demonstrates a 
substantial change in circumstances. There shall be a rebuttable presumption that any deviation of 
less than fifteen per cent from the child support guidelines is not substantial and any deviation of 
fifteen per cent or more from the guidelines is substantial. Modification may be made of such 
support order without regard to whether the order was issued before, on or after May 9, 1991. In 
determining whether to modify a child support order based on a substantial deviation from such 



child support guidelines, consideration shall be given to the division of real and personal property 
between the parties set forth in any final decree entered pursuant to chapter 815j and the benefits 
accruing to the child as the result of such division. No order for periodic payment of support may 
be subject to retroactive modification, except that the family support magistrate may order 
modification with respect to any period during which there is a pending motion for modification of a 
support order from the date of service of notice of such pending motion to the opposing party 
pursuant to section 52-50. 

(t) Duties of Attorney General. The Attorney General shall: 

(1) Represent the interest of the state in all actions for child or spousal support in all cases in 
which the state is furnishing or has furnished aid or care to one of the parties to the action or a 
child of one of the parties; 

(2) In interstate support enforcement under sections 46b-212 to 46b-213v, inclusive, provide 
necessary legal services on behalf of the support enforcement agency in providing services to a 
petitioner; 

(3) Represent the IV-D agency in providing support enforcement services in non- TANF IV-D 
support cases pursuant to sections 17b-179, 17b-745 and 46b-215. 

(u) Powers of Department of Social Services. (1) The Department of Social Services may in IV-D 
cases (A) bring petitions for support orders pursuant to section 46b- 215, (B) obtain 
acknowledgments of paternity, (C) bring applications for show cause orders pursuant to section 
46b-172, and (D) file agreements for support with the assistant clerk of the Family Support 
Magistrate Division. 

(2) The Department of Social Services shall provide notice not less than once every three years to 
the parents subject to a support order in a IV-D case informing the parents of their right to request 
a review under subdivision (4) of subsection (s) of this section. 

Sec. 46b-232.  Alteration or setting aside of support order by family support magistrate, 
when. A family support magistrate may alter or set aside  

(1) any order for payment of support issued by a family support magistrate at any time or (2) any 
order for payment of support issued by the superior court at any time upon referral of such order 
by the superior court. 

Sec. 46b-233.  Longevity payments.  

Each family support magistrate, who has completed not less than ten years of service as such 
magistrate, or other state service or service as an elected officer of the state, or any combination 
of such service, shall receive semiannual longevity payments based on such service completed as 
of the first day of July and the first day of January of each year as follows: 

(1) A family support magistrate who has completed ten or more years but less than fifteen years of 
service shall receive one-quarter of three per cent of the annual salary payable under subsection 
(h) of section 46b-231; 

(2) A family support magistrate who has completed fifteen or more years but less than twenty 
years of service shall receive one-half of three per cent of the annual salary payable under said 
subsection (h) of section 46b-231; 

(3) A family support magistrate who has completed twenty or more years but less than twenty-five 
years of service shall receive three-quarters of three per cent of the annual salary payable under 
said subsection (h) of section 46b-231; and 



(4) A family support magistrate who has completed twenty-five or more years of service shall 
receive three per cent of the annual salary payable under said subsection (h) of section 46b-231. 

Sec. 46b-233a.  Retirement of family support magistrates. Credit for prior service.  

Amounts used in determining salary. (a) Each family support magistrate who had elected under the 
provisions of subdivision (2) of subsection (i) of section 46b-231 shall, for retirement purposes, be 
entitled to credit for any or all the prior years of service accrued by him on June 22, 1992, while 
serving in the office of family support magistrate, provided such magistrate shall pay to the 
Comptroller five per cent of the salary for his office for each prior year of service he claims for 
retirement credit. Each such magistrate shall be entitled to have his retirement contributions to the 
state employees retirement system under chapter 66 credited toward the payment due for the 
prior year or years of service he claims for retirement credit under this section. 

(b) For purposes of determining both the retirement salary of family support magistrates and the 
allowance payable to their surviving spouses under subsection (b) of section 51-51, "salary" shall 
be composed of the total of the following amounts: The annual salary payable at the time of 
retirement or death, fixed in accordance with subsection (h) of section 46b-231; and for family 
support magistrates to whom a longevity payment has been made or is due and payable, in each 
case under section 51-51 (1) one and one-half per cent of the annual salary the family support 
magistrate was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for those who have completed ten or 
more but less than fifteen years of service as a family support magistrate, (2) three per cent of the 
annual salary the family support magistrate was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for 
those who have completed fifteen or more but less than twenty years of service as a family support 
magistrate, (3) four and one-half per cent of the annual salary the family support magistrate was 
receiving at the time of retirement or death, for those who have completed twenty or more but less 
than twenty-five years of service as a family support magistrate, and (4) six per cent of the annual 
salary the family support magistrate was receiving at the time of retirement or death, for those 
who have completed twenty-five or more years of service as a family support magistrate. 

Sec. 46b-235.  Applicability of sections in relation to any bargaining unit designation, 
award, settlement, benefit, existing employment practice or classification of any 
employee.  

The provisions of subsection (a) of section 4a-2, subsection (a) of section 4a-12, sections 17b-137, 
17b-179, 17b-745, 46b-172, 46b-207, 46b-208, 46b- 215, 46b-218, 46b-231 and 46b-235, 
subsection (a) of section 51-348a, subsection (d) of section 52-50, sections 52-259a, 52-362, 52-
362c to 52-362f, inclusive, and 53-304 shall not be construed to alter, modify, impair or change 
existing collective bargaining agreements, any bargaining unit designation, award, settlement, 
benefit, existing employment practice or classification of any employee in the event of transfer 
from one division, bureau or agency or department to another division, agency or department. 

Sec. 46b-236.  Family support referees.  

(a) Each family support magistrate who ceases or has ceased to hold office because of retirement 
other than under the provisions of section 5-169 or 51-49 and who is an elector and a resident of 
this state shall be a family support referee for the remainder of his term of office as a family 
support magistrate and shall be eligible for appointment as a family support referee during the 
remainder of his life in the manner prescribed by law for the appointment of a family support 
magistrate. Each such family support referee shall exercise the powers of a family support 
magistrate. 

(b) Each family support referee shall receive, for acting as a family support referee, in addition to 
the retirement salary, the sum of one hundred eighty dollars and expenses, including mileage, for 
each day a family support referee is so engaged. 

 


